
PSCI 3810: Introduction to International Relations 
Spring 2016 

Course web page: learn.unt.edu 
Dr. Michael Greig (pronounced Greg)    Office: 158 Wooten Hall 
E-Mail: greig@unt.edu (this is the best way to contact me)  Office hours: TR 2-3:30 and by appt. 
 
TA: Jinrui Xi       Office: 171 Wooten Hall 
E-mail: JinruiXi@my.unt.edu     Office hours: MW 3-4:30 
 
Overview 

The fundamental aim of this course is to equip the student with the conceptual tools necessary to 
understand the fundamental forces, processes, and actors at work in the international system. As such, this 
course will provide the student with a sufficient background to undertake upper-division international 
relations courses and, more importantly, to develop a broader understanding of international relations, in 
general. This course is not a current events course. Instead, we will focus upon the analysis and explanation 
of international relations. We will however, discuss events in the world today and use the background we 
develop in class to better understand what is happening. 

Completion of the assigned readings before each class meeting is critical to your success in the 
course.  Although you may be tempted to put off the reading until shortly before the exams, this will make it 
very difficult to do well on the exams and short-change you in your understanding of international relations. 
If you have questions about the material as the course progresses, do not hesitate to contact me. Simply, 
contact me via e-mail to make an appointment. I am also easily accessible via e-mail for questions.  
 
Course Requirements 
Examinations: There will be three in-term exams during the semester.  The exams will be based upon the 
assigned course readings and class lectures.  
 The final exam is an optional, cumulative exam.  Students who take the exam and have not missed 
any of the in-term exams will have their grades calculated based upon grading plan B.  Students who choose 
not to take the final exam will have their final grade based upon grading plan A.   
 Students may miss 1 (and only 1) in-term exam for any reason.  The final exam will count as the 
makeup exam for students who miss an in-term exam.  Students do not need to provide an excuse in order to 
miss an exam and take the final exam as a makeup exam.  No student, however, will be permitted under any 
circumstances to make up more than 1 in-term exam.  Students who miss an exam will have their grade 
calculated according to grading plan A with the final exam grade substituted for the missed exam.  Students 
missing a second exam who do not drop the class will receive a 0 for the second missed exam. 
 Do not be late for the exams!  A late student will not be permitted to take the exam once the first 
student has completed the exam and left the room.   
 
Online Map Quizzes: There will be 5 online map quizzes during the semester. Each quiz will be 
administered through the class Blackboard page. Students may take each quiz as many times at the wish. The 
deadline for completion of all map quizzes is 5pm on Thursday, May 5th. No exceptions will be granted to 
this deadline. 
 
News Analysis Paper: In this assignment, students will choose a contemporary online news article (i.e.; not 
published before January 1, 2016) from a leading newspaper or news magazine that focuses upon an event in 
international relations. Students will write a 3-page double-spaced paper that analyzes the news article to 
answer the following questions (1) what actors were involved in the event?; (2) what was the cause of the 
event according to the author of the article?; (3) what are the consequences of the event?; (4) what makes this 
event meet the criteria of an international event? (5) in what ways does the event impact other actors beyond 
the key actors involved in the event? When submitting your paper, be sure to include a working link to the 
news article in your paper. This paper will be submitted electronically through Blackboard and is due by 5 pm 
on February 25th. 



 
Global Issue Advocacy Paper: In November, the U.S. will hold a presidential election. At the same time, 
the international community faces a broad array of challenges in the international system. Students will write a 
3 page paper in which they develop an original argument describing what they see as the most important 
challenge facing the global community. In this paper students must (1) describe the nature of the challenge; 
(2) describe why it is the most important global challenge; and (3) describe what makes this challenge difficult 
to solve. This paper will be submitted electronically through Blackboard and is due by 5 pm on April 20th.  
 
 

GRADING 
  
   Component         Plan A              Plan B 
 

Exam 1           25%      15% 
Exam 2            25%      15% 
Exam 3            25%      15% 

 Final Exam           ----                  30% 
 Online Map Quizzes   5%    5% 
 News Analysis Paper  10%  10% 
 Global Issue Paper  10%  10% 
  
Course Rules 
1.  I take academic honesty very seriously.  Students caught plagiarizing or cheating will receive an F in the 
course and will be referred to the proper university authorities. 
2.  Students may not turn in papers assigned or submitted to another class.  This is an academic integrity 
violation. Doing so without my prior permission will result in an “F” on the assignment and referral to the 
university academic integrity authorities.  
3.  I do not give extra credit or other compensatory assignments.  Please do not ask. 
4.  Course information will be disseminated through the class webpage (learn.unt.edu).  You are responsible 
for checking the class webpage on a regular basis for class updates, information, and announcements. 
4.  This syllabus is not a contract; I reserve the right to alter both dates and assignments  
5.  Late assignments will only be accepted under extraordinary circumstances, with prior approval, and with 
appropriate documentation. 
6.  Students are expected to arrive at each class meeting with the readings for that class completed and 
prepared to discuss them.   
7.   I am available to answer questions about the course during my office hours, via e-mail, or by 
appointment.  If you have a question about the course, do not hesitate to ask me.  I get paid to study and talk 
about international relations, a topic that interests me greatly.  I am more than happy to do so with you. 
 
Readings 
Assigned readings for the course are located in two sources as described below: 
SHIRAEV & ZUBOK – Shiraev & Zubok, International Relations, 2nd edition. Oxford University Press 
WEB – Papers available online through link on the class webpage 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Course Schedule 
 
Topic 1 (January 19-21): Theorizing about International Relations 

• SHIRAEV & ZUBOK, Chapter 1 
• J. David Singer (1961) The Level of Analysis Problem in International Relations”, World 

Politics vol 14, no. 1, pp. 77-92   JSTOR    http://www.jstor.org/stable/2009557 
 

Topic 2 (January 26-28): Actors in International Relations – The State System  -  
• Jack Snyder (2004) One world, rival theories. Foreign Policy, (145), 52. 

http://search.proquest.com/docview/224031565?pq-origsite=summon 
• Thomas Hobbes, “Leviathan”, Chapter 17 

http://www.earlymoderntexts.com/assets/pdfs/hobbes1651part2.pdf 
 
Topic 3 (February 2-4): Actors in International Relations – Beyond the State: Non-State 
Actors 

• SHIRAEV & ZUBOK, Chapter 4, pp. 127-131; Chapter 8 
• Samuel P. Huntington, "The Clash of Civilizations?" Foreign Affairs, vol.72 no.3 (Summer 

1993), pp. 22-49. JSTOR  http://www.jstor.org/stable/20045621 
• Stephen Walt, “ISIS as Revolutionary State: New Twist on an Old Story” Foreign Affairs 94(6) 

(Nov/Dec 2015): 42-51. 
https://libproxy.library.unt.edu:9443/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?dir
ect=true&db=mth&AN=110452743&scope=site 

 
Topic 4 (February 9) Actors in International Relations –Individuals and Decision-Making 

• SHIRAEV & ZUBOK, Chapter 4, pp. 131-150 
• Robert Jervis (2013), “Do Leaders Matter and How Would We Know?” Security Studies 22(2): 

pp 153-179. 
https://libproxy.library.unt.edu:9443/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?dir
ect=true&db=mth&AN=87512055&scope=site 
 

**** Exam 1, Thursday, February 11 *** 
     *** Exam covers topics 1-4 *** 

 
Topic 5 (February 16-18): Theories of International Relations – Power, Realism, & 
Neorealism 

• SHIRAEV & ZUBOK, Chapter 2 
• Thucydides, History of the Peloponnesian War, pp. 84-90 

https://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/melian.htm 
 
Topic 6 (February 23-25): Theories of International Relations –Liberalism  

• SHIRAEV & ZUBOK, Chapter 3 
 

*** Thursday, February 25th @ 5pm: News Analysis Paper Due – Submit Via Blackboard *** 
 
Topic 7 (March 1-3): Theories of International Relations – Constructivism & Feminism 

• SHIRAEV & ZUBOK, Chapter 4, pp. 114-126 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/2009557
http://search.proquest.com/docview/224031565?pq-origsite=summon
http://www.earlymoderntexts.com/assets/pdfs/hobbes1651part2.pdf
http://www.jstor.org/stable/20045621
https://libproxy.library.unt.edu:9443/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=mth&AN=110452743&scope=site
https://libproxy.library.unt.edu:9443/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=mth&AN=110452743&scope=site
https://libproxy.library.unt.edu:9443/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=mth&AN=87512055&scope=site
https://libproxy.library.unt.edu:9443/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=mth&AN=87512055&scope=site
https://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/melian.htm


 
Topic 8 (March 8-10): International Security  

• SHIRAEV & ZUBOK, Chapter 5 
 

Spring Break (March 15-17)-No class meetings 
 
Topic 9 (March 22-24): Balance of Power Simulation – Attendance Mandatory Both Days 
 
Topic 10 (March 29-31): Avoiding War Through Governance: Democracies and War 

• Michael Doyle. 1983. “Kant, Liberal Legacies, and Foreign Affairs”, Philosophy and Public 
Affairs, 12(4):205-232  JSTOR  http://www.jstor.org/stable/2265377 

• Bruce Russett; Christopher Layne; David E. Spiro; Michael W. Doyle, “The Democratic 
Peace” in International Security 19(4): 164-184  JSTOR  http://www.jstor.org/stable/2539124 

• Edward Mansfield and Jack Snyder. 1995. “Democratization and War” Foreign Affairs, vol. 
74, no. 3 (May-June), pp. 79-97.  JSTOR  http://www.jstor.org/stable/20047125 
 

*** Exam 2, Tuesday, April 5th *** 
*** Exam covers topics 5-9 *** 

 
Topic 11 (April 7-14): Cooperation & Global Trade 

• Shiraev & Zubok, Chapter 7 
• Robert Jervis. 1978. "Cooperation Under the Security Dilemma." World politics30.02 (1978): 

167-214. JSTOR: http://www.jstor.org/stable/2009958 
 
Topic 12 (April 19-21): The Environment and International Relations 

• Shiraev & Zubok, Chapter 9 
• Hsiang, Solomon M., Marshall Burke, and Edward Miguel. "Quantifying the influence of 

climate on human conflict." Science 341.6151 (2013). 
http://www.sciencemag.org/content/341/6151/1235367.full.pdf 

 
*** Thursday, April 21st @ 5pm: Global Issue Paper Due – Submit Via Blackboard *** 

 
Topic 13 (April 26-28): International Law & Human Rights 

• Shiraev & Zubok, Chapters 6 & 10 
 

*** Exam 3, Tuesday, May 3rd *** 
*** Exam covers topics 10-14 *** 

 
May 5 – Optional Course Review & Wrap-up 

*** Final Exam Thursday, May 12th 8:00 AM – 10:00 AM *** 
 

Academic Integrity 
The Political Science Department adheres to and enforces UNT’s policy on academic integrity (cheating, 
plagiarism, forgery, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty and sabotage).  Students in this class should 
review the policy (UNT Policy Manual Section 18.1.16), which may be located at 
http://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/pdf/7-Student_Affairs-Academic_Integrity.pdf.   

http://www.jstor.org/stable/2265377
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2539124
http://www.jstor.org/stable/20047125
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2009958
http://www.sciencemag.org/content/341/6151/1235367.full.pdf
http://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/pdf/7-Student_Affairs-Academic_Integrity.pdf


Violations of academic integrity in this course will addressed in compliance with the penalties and procedures 
laid out in this policy. 

Statement of ADA Compliance 
The Political Science Department cooperates with the Office of Disability Accommodation to make 
reasonable accommodations for qualified students with disabilities. Please present your written 
accommodation request on or before the sixth class day (beginning by the second week of classes.) 

 
Religious Holidays 

In accordance with UNT Policy 15.2.5, students will be excused from class or other activities for the 
observance of religious holidays, for religions whose places of worship are exempt from property tax under 
Section 11.20 of the Tax Code. The student is encouraged to notify the instructor as soon as possible 
regarding the absence. 

Course Evaluations 
The Student Perceptions of Teaching (SPOT) is a requirement for all organized classes at UNT. This short 
survey will be made available to you at the end of the semester, providing you a chance to comment on how 
this class is taught.  I am very interested in the feedback I get from students, as I work to continually improve 
my teaching. I consider the SPOT to be an important part of your participation in this class. 
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